
 

 

Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday November 17th, 2020 meeting 

 

 

On Tuesday November 17th, 2020 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting virtually, via Zoom Meeting.  Connie Crawford 

called the meeting to order. Members present were Connie Crawford, 

Kristi Mayo, Lisa Cheesebrough, Tiffany Kirkland, Dan Holt and 

Pastor Nick DiBenedetto. Staff members present were Eric Marshall 

and Ryan Marcotte.  

 

Park board minutes from the September 15th , 2020 meeting were 

presented, with Tiffany Kirkland making a motion to approve the 

minutes, and Dan Holt seconding the motion…the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

Public Request and Petition--None  

 

Old Business – Eric updated the board on our Youth Sports. He said 

we have concluded our Flag Football and Soccer seasons, and they 

both were really successful. He commented that we hosted flag 

football at Jesse James park, separate from the soccer games. By 

doing so we were able to practice proper social distancing, while 

allowing the spectators to be closer to the field. He mentioned that 

signups were slow initially, but surged closer to the deadline. Ryan 

mentioned that youth soccer we had 109 kids, and for youth football 

we had 114 kids. He said for youth soccer we made $2,000 and for 

youth football we made $3,000. He mentioned that youth soccer was 

lower because we had to invest in new equipment, as it was our first 

season running soccer. He said there were very few problems, and that 

we were able to get all of the games off, in a row, without weather 

interfering or a COVID Outbreak. Eric mentioned that we worked 

around the high school cross-country meets at Jesse James Park.  

 

Eric mentioned that we are unable to host winter basketball due to the 

restrictions placed on indoor gatherings by Clay County, during the 

COVID pandemic. Ryan mentioned that with all of the extra 

precautions that would have had to been taken, the cost would have 

come out to around $100 per child, which isn’t feasible for most 

families.  

 



  

Eric told the board that we have completed tree-trimming in Mack 

Porter Park, and would eventually move to trim trees in Jesse James 

Park. He also mentioned that all of the bathrooms and park 

maintenance equipment have been winterized, and the majority of the 

Christmas decorations have been put up.  

 

Eric mentioned that we are waiting on the dog-waste stations to come 

in, and Dan Holt confirmed that they were not in yet. Dan confirmed 

that the grant will cover 15 waste stations. 

 

New Business – Eric informed the board that work had begun on the 

Lions Park renovation project, and that the playground had been 

completely removed. He mentioned that we were able to save all of 

the benches but one, and that we’re going to save the picnic tables for 

later use. Ryan mentioned that the contractor will be putting up 

fencing around the park, and will start demo the next week. Eric told 

the board that we are transferring the main play structure and 

monorail pieces to the playground at Mack Porter Park, and will be 

installed there. Eric and Ryan said that they, along with park staff 

removed the old wooden play structure and got it ready for the pieces 

from Lions Park last week. Ryan commented that we will be installing 

a few spring riders in Mack Porter Park as well. Eric also mentioned 

that the contracts were finalized and signed with Park Planet and RJR 

for the playground and splashpad respectively. Ryan mentioned that 

the City have previously worked with Mega KC, the general 

contractor, on a few other projects, including the trail in Mack Porter 

Park. Ryan mentioned that the color on the plans for the 2-person 

spinner was wrong, and that the base would be dark blue, instead of 

tan. 

 

Eric and Ryan mentioned that trout stocking in Jesse James Park 

occurred the previous Thursday afternoon, and that the anglers were 

having a great time fishing. Eric said there were 500 trout stocked in 

total, and that they’ll be stocked 2 more times this winter. Nick asked 

what fish were in the pond, Eric and Ryan said there were Trout, Bass, 

Catfish, Crappie, Carp, and Bluegill. 

 

Board Comments-- Dan Holt asked about the lighted parade, Ryan 

said that from what he’d heard that everything was set for the parade 

on Dec 12th. Dan mentioned that there was a test fire of the fireworks 

for the parade, and that they were successful.  

 



  

ADJOURNMENT    
With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Dan Holt and seconded by Tiffany Kirkland to adjourn. The 

motion carried. 

 
 

 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


